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The Great 2011 Chili Cookoff
By Lt/C Bob Leatherwood, S

This year’s annual "Bill Barrow Memorial Chili Cookoff* was held on January 29",
and was a smashing success! Not only was the weather absolutely beautiful (for a
change), but history was also made! There were 5 teams competing this year and
the competition was especially tough. The 3 teams from Galveston Bay were "The
Green Team", "The True Texas Red Team", and "The Championship Chili Team."
Our 2 teams were "The Old Brazos River Chili Team", which consisted of Jim and
Dorothy Pirrung (and Hershey), Gary and Julie Bleisch, and Joy and Steve
Lewis, along with "The Commanders McChili Team", helmed by D/C Scott
McDonald and our own Squadron Cdr Claire McDonald.

All'in all, it really was a fun day and there were LOTS of things there to see AND
lots of sides and snacks to sample! Frank and Janet Boerner's team from
Galveston Bay had especially wonderful snacks and because of it, they won a
trophy for "Best Munchies! "HOWEVER, their trophy not withstanding, THIS
esteemed journalist found the tequila sunrise Jello shots offered up by Bill and
Betty Carr's "Green Team", to be especially inviting and worthy of SEVERAL
returns to their offerings!

Now then, as | mentioned earlier about history being made — I'm proud to report
(albeit somewhat biased) that Scott and Claire took home the GOLD for "Reserve
Grand Champion Chili"" Now then, Galveston's "True Texas Red Chili" won 1
place as Grand Champions, but our placing a close second IS not something that's
taken place in MANY years, so Galveston Bay, watch your backs — HERE WE
COME and look out next year. Who know what the Cdrs McDonald will manage to
create next year, once they've both stepped down from their time-consuming
positions and have a year of leisure under their belts!!!!

The McDonald's also took home trophies for "Most Exotic® AND also for "Most
Authentic", figure that one out! Our Old Brazos Team took home gold for the
"hottest" chili. Thanks so much to both of our teams for a great showing and a
wonderful day. The other awards were as follows... "The Chunkiest AND The
Best Team Spirit" awards went to The Green Team, "The Best Munchies and The
Friendliest Team" awards went to Frank Boerner’s Championship Team, AND the
"Grand Champion and the Most Creative" trophies went to Galveston's, "True
Texas Red Chili Team" and I'd like to acknowledge the members of that team as
well. It consisted of P/C Charles Scott and wife Marian, Jim Hancock, Candy
Capuano, Mike Gandy, Ken and Dale Manning, Cdr. Linton Arbaugh, and last

Poop Sheet March 2011

March 2
Board of Directors Meeting — Home Port

March 10
USPS University Seminar — Anchoring
Home Port

March 12
America’s Boating Course — Home Port
VSC — Boardwalk Marina, Clear Lake

March 17
St. Patrick’'s Day, HSPS!
March 19
Vessel Examiner Exam — Home Port
March 26
Change of Watch — HYC
April 2
VSC — Sea Scouts — Lakewood YC
April 6
Board of Directors Meeting — Home Port
April 7-9
D/21 Spring Conference — NASA Hilton
April 13
HSPS General Meeting — Joe’s Crab Shack
April 14

USPS University Seminar — Basic Coastal
Navigation — Home Port
April 16
America’s Boating Course — Home Port
April 23
VSC — Sea Scouts — Watergate/South Shore
April 24
Happy Easter, HSPS!
April 30
VSC — Endeavour Marina, Clear Lake
Adopt-A-Beach
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PRAYER

The Change of Watch draws near.

We relieve those who have faithfully
served

And bring forward the new watch
That will carry on in their place.
We take turns and share the load

To achieve what we alone cannot.

Amen.

P/C Scott D. McDonald
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Cdr Claire McDonald, SN

Heartfelt thanks to all of you for another successful watch year with HSPS. | look forward to
seeing all of you at our Change of Watch celebration at one o’clock on March 26™ at
the Houston Yacht Club. Please let us know if you have not yet received your invitation in
the mail. | particularly encourage new members to attend. This is an excellent opportunity
to experience a time-honored tradition in our Squadron. New members who have not yet
been officially sworn in will have the opportunity to receive their membership pins in this
historic venue. The Change of Watch ceremony also provides an opportunity to recognize
HSPS members for their outstanding service to the organization this year.

Incoming and former HSPS officers truly appreciate your support at this event. Incoming
commander Bob Leatherwood is well known to many of you. We will all benefit from his
dynamic leadership this upcoming year. Incoming Squadron Education Officer, Robert
Campbell, has already energized our educational programs, and we're headed for a banner
year of courses and seminars. Returning bridge officers, secretary Bob Stevenson and
treasurer Phyllis Stendebach, are bringing a wealth of experience to our leadership which
they will be sharing this year with future Squadron leaders. Current Squadron education
officer Rick Fisher will be stepping down from the position he has held so ably for the past
three years. Take this opportunity to add your voice to the appreciative chorus. It's fun.

Lt/C Bob Leatherwood and | represented HSPS at the annual USPS meeting in Orlando.
We were joined by Houston members R/C Tom Derden, R/C Pete Hames, V/C Jean
Hamilton and D/C Scott McDonald who all hold District or National positions. Key
initiatives discussed at the meeting which will impact Houston include:

1.  The continuing development of the USPS on-the-water training program (Boat
Operator Certification)
2. Programs to attract potential new members such as
a. The elimination of the $25 joining fee
b. The possibility to offer a six-month free membership to approved candidates who
pass the ABC (America’s Boating Course)
3. The use of SailAngle as the primary communications platform for all USPS members

Highlights of the national meeting included:

1. The ovation as V/C Jean Hamiliton was sworn in as National Secretary and the first
woman ever on the National Bridge.

2. Applauding for new USPS life members (individuals who have earned 25 merit marks)
from HSPS

a. Jean Hamilton

b. Robbie Robbins

3. Cheering on our District (District 21) as we received national awards:

a. 1% place for Co-op Charting — Thanks to Dick Snapp, Karl Fernandes and all the
Houston members who participated in the program.

b. 1% place for Operations Training — Thanks to the Houston members including
Robert Campbell, Bill & Kathy Fussell, and Carl & Phyllis Stendebach who
helped make this possible

c. 2" place in Leadership Development

4. Ato-die-for-fun D/21 hospitality suite for which many thanks go out to the Houston
members who participated.

As | look back over my goals for the Squadron, | am delighted to report that most of them
were met and exceeded. We remain a strong organization. We are only 3.5% smaller than
last year. Along with serving our membership, supporting and developing our leadership
will remain job #1. It has been an honor to serve as your Commander for the past year and
a half. I will remain very active in HSPS and have committed my help to the new bridge.
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Rules of The Roag

Education News
Lt/C Rick Fisher, SN

Spring 2011 CLASS SCHEDULE
wessok NOT TOOLATE TO SIGN UP! sces

Seamanship Monday, February 21 Rick Fisher $60.00 $90.00
Advanced Piloting Tuesday, February 22 Bob Stevenson $65.00 $97.50
Marine Communications Thursday, February 24 Bill Haddock $60.00 $90.00
Systems

Following the decision of USPS National to allow non-members to sign-up for all USPS University courses, HSPS is now listing
our courses with both discounted member tuition, and non-member tuition. We have changed the website to reflect that the
outstanding boating courses we offer are now available to everyone, and we encourage HSPS members to make it known to your
friends and associates that we want everyone with an interest in boating to take a course with us.

And if your friends want further information on our course offerings, have them visit our website www.uspshouston.org or call me
at 281-734-4443.

USPS Instructor Development

Thanks again to P/D/C Karl Fernandes for leading the current Instructor Development class. All of the class participants have
given their required presentations, and taken the end of class exam. Several have already volunteered to help out with Advanced
Grade and Elective courses, and provide instruction for our USPS Seminar series.

Public Boating Safety Course News

We had a great turn-out for our February 12" America’s Boating Course class. As always, thanks go out to our instructors and
Carl Stendebach and Ray Kinkaid for their outstanding job in facilitating the class.

Next ABC class is Saturday, March 12" at Home Port.

While | am certain most of you have taken a boating safety course, if it has been some time since you took that course, you
should consider taking a refresher by attending the new America’s Boating Course — 3 Edition (ABC3). In 2011 we will hold a
one-day ABC3 class on 8 Saturdays. The dates for this year are 2/12, 3/12, 4/16, 5/14, 6/11, 7/19, 9/10, and 11/12. Grab a
boating friend or family member, and attend a class this year.

USPS Seminars
P/C Denny Fegan presented the Advanced Powerboat Handling seminar on February 17" to a “packed” house at Home Port.

(Continued on Page 4)
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Around the Corner
Lt/C Bob Leatherwood, S, XO

February, even though it was a SHORT month, it was definitely a WHIRLWIND of back-to-back events and | for one, am still
REELING from it. Almost immediately after January’s Chili Cookoff, D/C Scott McDonald, Squadron Cdr Claire McDonald
and myself, Lt./C Bob Leatherwood, left at 6:00 am on Wednesday, the 2nd of February for the National Meeting in Orlando —
driving, no less! We drove as far as Ocala, Florida, (about 70 miles out of Orlando) and stayed the night there after arriving
around midnight. Up again early in the morning, we finally arrived at the golden gates (if not somewhat creepy) of the Disney
Complex, and crossing that line would turn out to be our last encounter with reality until the following Sunday morning when we
began our long trek back. The hotel, the convention center, and the entire property really was beautiful, but almost seemed like
a fantasyland, since EVERYTHING looked as if it was brand new and freshly painted EVERY DAY — much like a slick and shiny
candy cane or gingerbread house! The convention center was huge and a good 10-15 minute walk from where my hotel room
was, so going back and forth was indeed an athletic event! It was extremely well-attended with somewhere between 700-800
attendees. The mornings started at a dead run because there were CONSTANTLY things going on, and sadly, many offerings
of interest were overlapping so you weren'’t able to attend both and a decision had to be made as to which one you wentto. The
food was good at the center since there were SEVERAL different restaurants to choose from, and | took it on myself to check
out each and every one of them. Mainly of course so | could report back to you on what was available! As interesting and
exciting as the week was, it was especially gratifying to watch as our own PD/C Jean Hamilton achieved LIFE MEMBER status
and was also installed as our new V/C and National Secretary, becoming the FIRST woman to serve on the National Bridge!!!!
Congratulations, Jean and you certainly worked hard enough for it.

Also in February, right on the heels of our return from Orlando, was the Founder's Day dinner meeting. The weather was awful,
so the turnout was low, but it was a nice and cozy evening. We brought in BBQ from Pappas and Squadron Cdr Claire
McDonald put on a VERY WELL presented Founders Day presentation about the history of the USPS as well as own Squadron
history. Her presention was both down to earth AND interactive as well, making it not just interesting and informative but also a
lot of fun too. Thanks Claire for a very successful, new approach.

As we move into March and begin our new watch year, I'd like to remind everyone that our Change of Watch Dinner and
Ceremony will be on Saturday, March 26" at the Houston Yacht Club at 1:00 pm in the afternoon. The afternoon scheduling
was so popular last year that it seemed only reasonable that we repeat it so we're not all floundering around, trying to find our
way back home in the dark. | look forward to seeing you all there, and counting on your expertise and advice for making 2011
another successful watch year.

Education News
(Continued from Page 3)

Our seminar schedule for 2011 has been firmed up, and is as follows:

e Anchoring — March 10"

« Basic Coastal Navigation — April 14"

e Boat Handling Under Power — May 12"

e Boating on Rivers, Locks and Lakes — June 9"

e How To Use a Chart — July 14"

e Hurricanes and Boats — August 11"

e Knots, Bends and Hitches — September g™

e Marine Radar — October 13"

e Mariner's Compass — November 10"

e  Mastering the Rules of the Road — December 8"

Once again, call me (281) 734-4443 or email Rick@ChampionMarineSurveys.com to sign up for a course, or tell me how | can
assist you in furthering your boating education.

Lt/C Rick Fisher, SN
Squadron Education Officer
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February 2011 Executive Committee Meeting
Houston Sail and Power Squadron

Executive Department: Lt/C Robert Leatherwood, S

OD2 report to USPS, which identifies Squadron officers for the 2011-12 watch year, has been submitted.

Cooperative Charting: Report from P/C Dick Snapp, AP: HSPS is still in 3™ place nationally.

Vessel Safety Checks: Report from P/C Bill Haddock, AP:

0 VSC Review class — Sat. Feb. 19"

o VSC Boardwalk Marina, Kemah — Sat. March 121

0 VSC Sea Scouts at Lakewood — Sat. March 19™

0 VSC exam at homeport — Sat. March 26" — conflicts with COW date change; April 2" available again. Cdr
McDonald and Bill will set the date and put it on the calendar.

Winter Boat Show: 24 people stood watches at the HSPS booth during the show. 56 members of the public signed up

for something. Robert Campbell is contacting each of them and will pass them on to an appropriate HSPS contact once

their exact interest is known.

2011 Planning: A Stevenson/Leatherwood motion passed to approve the proposed squadron activities calendar.

Clean-up of errors will be handled at the March E Board meeting.

Incoming Officers Meeting: The instructional event was attended by incoming Commander Bob Leatherwood, current

Commander Claire McDonald, and D/21 Co-op Charting Chair P/C Dick Snapp.

Chili Cook-Off: The competition between Galveston Bay Sail and Power Squadron and HSPS teams was won by a

GBSPS team. The McDonalds’ “Commanders’ McChili” was declared Reserve Grand Champion.

Education Department: Lt/C Rick Fisher, SN

Member Classes:
0 Instructor Development: underway with 5 participants — Karl Fernandes
o Seamanship: Monday, February 21% — Rick Fisher
0 Advanced Piloting: Tuesday, February 22" _ Bob Stevenson
0 Marine Communications Systems: Thursday, February 24" _ Bill Haddock
Public Classes:
o Seminars: VHF Radio — January 20"; Next seminar Feb.17"
= All the Seminars will be held at Home Port on the 2™ Thursday of each month.
= New instructors may become Seminar instructors. Also, two people are needed to handle the paperwork at
seminars, and the new instructors may be asked to help.
= A printer should be available at Home Port to print the certificates at the same location as the Seminar. It
costs over $1 each to mail them so it really makes sense to print them at the time of the Seminar. Robert
Campbell has agreed to donate his old ink jet printer, and if it can print cleanly it will be used for this purpose.
= The first Seminar will be on February 17.
0 ABC3: February 12" and March 12" at Home Port

Administrative Department:

Membership: Scott McDonald reported that the Squadron has no new members since last report.

Public Relations: All 500 whistles embossed with the Squadron name and website URL were distributed at the Boat

Show.

Upcoming Dinner Meetings:

o February 9" — Founder's Day potluck dinner meeting at homeport; Claire McDonald will make a presentation on
the history of USPS.

o March 26" - Change Of Watch will be held at the Houston Yacht Club at 1 PM — note change of date

Upcoming Events:

o February 2"-5" — USPS National meeting — Orlando, FL

Treasurer's Department: Lt/C Phyllis W. Stendebach, P

Page 5

Financial Report: The Treasurer was not available for the meeting. Cdr McDonald will meet with Phyllis next week to
review the budget status and predictions for the remainder of the watch year.

Property Inventory: The annual inventory of Home Port property was conducted Sunday, January 30" An inventory
of the Ship Store material will be conducted next week. The Education Department storeroom will be inventoried on
February 12"
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February 2011 Executive Committee Meeting
(Continued from Page 5)

Secretary's Department: Lt/C Bob Stevenson, JN

e Squadron Newsletter:

o February Bay Neigh was posted and mailed on January 28

e History Report: Submit information to Bob Stevenson by COW.

e Roster: Ed Nagel will develop the roster files. Send Department positions and names to him by Change Of Watch,
earlier if possible. Help will be needed with printing, assembly, folding, and mailing..

e Historical Files: Scott McDonald has suggested keeping some valuable historical information files on Sail Angle. The
item in question is his DB2000 database, which contains names of deceased members. Those are not available
through download from National. The capability will be utilized, but will not become the only location of important files
for the squadron. This is the same approach being used by D/21.

Commander's Department: Cdr Claire M. McDonald, SN
e  Star Squadron worksheet for 2010 is now available from the D/21 website. Worksheet is due on Feb. 15™ Thanks to all
for submitting information. Cdr. McDonald will submit the report and contact those from whom information or
clarification is needed.
e The next meeting of the ad hoc business committee will be scheduled next week. Agenda items include:
0 Review of sponsorship issues
o0 Plan review and update of by-laws by Rules Committee
0 Software buying policy
o Providing Bay Neighs for widows/widowers whose spouse was a member
= Which people qualify?
= How long do they qualify?
= How do we know they have passed or no longer care to receive a copy?

New Business
e Lt Jana Wesson participated in, and finished, the Aramco half-marathon. She was running for the Buffalo Bayou Partnership.

National Meeting in Orlando
Photos by Lt/C Bob Leatherwood, S

=
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Volunteer Needs for the Secretary’s Department
By Lt/C Bob Stevenson, JN

Please consider volunteering to help the extremely short-handed Secretary’s Department. Contact Bob Stevenson at
281-993-4288 for more information or to just volunteer. The positions are shown in priority order.

Asst Secretary — In addition to being available to help with meeting minutes in the absence of the Secretary, someone else
should start learning how to do the complete Secretary’s job. The upcoming year will be Bob Stevenson’s last as Secretary after
six years in the job out of the previous seven.

Property Tax Exemption Preparer — This once-per-year function was transferred from the Law Officer to the Secretary’s
Department a few years ago. At least one knowledgeable backup to the Secretary is needed, due to the importance of this
annual submittal.

Roster Committee Chair — Committee work includes gathering data, producing the roster files in printable form, printing and
assembling Rosters, conducting a folding party, passing out Rosters at dinner meetings, and mailing residual Rosters. The Chair
coordinates and participates in the activities.

General Mailing Committee Chair — Committee work includes printing monthly Bay Neighs or special material, conducting
folding parties, and mailing Bay Neighs plus any special material to members. The Chair coordinates and participates in the
activities.

General Mailing Committee members — Bob Stevenson has volunteered to help the Chair. Additional members are
definitely needed.

Historian — This person prepares the once per year annual history report for the Squadron, using input provided by each of the
officers. Preservation and retrieval of Squadron files of minutes, Bay Neighs and other important papers are also a responsibility
of this person.

Bay Neigh Business Manager — This person controls paid advertising and should participate in the HSPS Ad Hoc Business
Committee deliberations.

Roster Committee members — Ed Nagel has volunteered to create the several files from which the Roster is composed.
Bob Stevenson has volunteered to help the Chair as needed. Additional members would be useful to help with folding
and mailing.

Ensign Correspondent — USPS now has Advisors who serve in the role of communicating between the Ensign staff and
Squadrons, so suggesting articles for inclusion in the Ensign is no longer needed; but the position is still listed in the USPS Ops
Manual. Bob Stevenson will serve as the nominal person for this role, and will recommend that the Secretary following him
use the same policy until USPS eliminates it as a listed position.

National Meeting in Orlando
(Continued from Page 6)
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Freeze Impacts Hit Fish, Turtles Along Entire Texas Coast
By Steve Lightfoot, TPWD
(Submitted by Cdr Claire McDonald)

AUSTIN — Preliminary assessments by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department coastal fisheries biologists suggest the damage
from back-to-back freeze events that impacted marine life from Galveston to Brownsville could have been much worse.

Forecasts of prolonged sub-freezing temperatures along the Texas coast during the first week in February had biologists bracing
for major fish kills the likes of which had not been seen in more than two decades. A second, less severe freeze wave hit the
Texas coast less than a week later.

Coastal fisheries populations suffered devastating losses during three freeze events in the 1980s, with combined estimates of
more than 30 million dead fish. In the aftermath of the freezes of 2011, TPWD officials are breathing collective sighs of relief.
Based on early findings, the total numbers of fish impacted will be above that seen during 2010 (51,000 fish killed along the mid
and lower coast), 2004 (35,000 fish killed in the lower Laguna Madre) and 1997 (200,000-300,000 fish killed in the upper and
lower Laguna Madre) freezes, but lower than the three freezes in the 80s (1983 and two in 1989).

Biologists suggest the total impacts from this year’s fish kill in terms of numbers appear similar to the freeze of 1997, but the
species makeup is drastically different. During 1997, spotted seatrout, black drum and red drum comprised roughly 75 percent
of the impact. During this year’s freeze, it appears more than 85 percent of the impacted fish are non-recreational species, like
silver perch, hardhead catfish, and mullet. Of the recreational species impacted this year, black drum appear to make up a
larger component with spotted seatrout, red drum, sand seatrout, sheepshead, whiting, snook, gray snapper, Atlantic croaker
and gag grouper making up a much smaller percentage.

“It could be that most fish had time to escape to deeper water before the freeze hit,” theorized Rebecca Hensley, TPWD coastal
fisheries regional director. “We didn’t see the beaches covered in ice and very large numbers of dead fish like during the ‘80s
freezes.”

Hensley also credits reduced mortality on game fish to conservation measures taken during the freeze, including a temporary
fishing closure in deep water thermal refuges and voluntary stoppage of barge traffic in the lower Laguna Madre and through the
land cut in the upper Laguna Madre.

“We appreciate the conservation ethic displayed by anglers during and immediately after the freeze when these fish were
vulnerable,” said Robin Riechers, TPWD director of coastal fisheries. “It definitely helped reduce fish mortality.”

The recent freeze also saw a huge jump in the number of cold-stunned sea turtles recovered and the high survival rates. More
than 1,500 sea turtles were recovered thanks to a massive network of volunteers and state and federal agency efforts.

“There were people out on the water gathering turtles immediately once the freeze hit and that made a huge difference,” said
Riechers. “Turtle survival has been fairly high compared to previous freezes.”

In past years for similar coastal freezes, cold-stunned sea turtles in Texas have typically been held in captivity to recuperate for
weeks until sea water temperatures rose. But two factors prompted Texas wildlife workers to return turtles to the wild faster this
time. First, experts in Florida who've had similar recent experiences with cold-stunned turtles advised returning them to the
water as soon as possible. Second, the sheer numbers of rescued turtles overwhelmed available facilities, so that many were on
floors or wrapped in blankets, and experts say it's better for them to return to water as soon as possible.

Within days of rescue, sea turtles were returned en masse with volunteers forming assembly-line chains to shuttle turtles down
to the water’'s edge on beaches near Corpus Christi and along the South Padre Island seashore.

Biologists say they won't know the full impact to coastal fisheries from the freeze until annual sampling surveys are conducted
later in the spring.
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2011 HSPS-GBSPS Chili Cook-off
Photos by Rolf Hogfeldt
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2011 HSPS-GBSPS Chili Cook-off
(Continued from Page 9)
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Founder’s Day
Photos by Lt/C Bob Leatherwood, S
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RICHARD SNAPP
Sponsors REALTOR®

Business (281) 580-2220
Cell (713) 204-1651 !
Fax (281) 631-0605 (1B}

rsnapp@star-realtors.com

The Squadron is seeking tax-deductible donations to help
defray the cost of boating safety course materials to the
public as well as to help fund other necessary Squadron
expenses. We can accept as donations cash or items the
Squadron needs — as long as they do not result in a tax
problem for the Squadron or donor. Sponsors can be
companies, individuals in business, or simply individuals
(including Members) who wish to help. All
donors/Sponsors will be listed on the HSPS website.
Please send a check or recommend potential company
sponsors to Commander Claire McDonald, SN. Make
checks payable to HSPS. There is no cutoff date for the
donations or suggestions for Sponsors. The search for
annual Sponsors will continue indefinitely. Contact Bay Neigh Business Manager

Ken Brooks

5222 FM 1960 WEST, STE. 120
HOUSTON, TX 77069

This Space Available

e-mail: kwbrooks@ix.netcom.com
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Bay Neigh Articles

If you have a story or
experience that would be of
interest to our members,
please E-Mail pictures and
stories to Jana Wesson at
beakboatgirl@me.com

Houston Sail and Power Squadron
6910 Bellaire Blvd #15

Houston, Texas 77074

March Birthdays

Ted R. Hilton

Jesse A. Reed lll
Nancy B. Cunningham
Thomas R. Rogers
Edward F. Nagel
Allen B. Cunningham
Joey V. McDonald
Christopher J. Leavitt
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31
3/4
3/4
3/4
3/12
3/13
3/19
3/26

You are cordially invited to the

Houston Sail and Power Squadron
Change of Watch

Saturday, March 26, 2011
at

The Houston Yacht Club
3620 Miramar Drive
La Porte, Texas 77571

Featuring Prime Rib and Chicken Teriyaki
$30 per person

RSVP by Monday, March 21, 2011
Phone: 281-879-6005
E-mail: icemangems@att.net

Social Hour at 1:00 pm (cash bar)
Dinner and Ceremony at 1:45 pm
Uniform A w/Bow Tie or Semi-Formal
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